
 

 

 

“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the op-

pressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

History of the Diaconate 
 

The origins of the diaconate can be traced back to the 
Acts of the Apostles (6.1-6).  Stephen and his six  
companions, “full of the Spirit and wisdom”, were called 
forth by the apostolic community to serve the needs of 
the marginalized among them. They were empowered to 
give sacramental witness to this ministry of charity by the  
Apostles, who “prayed and laid their hands on them”. 
 
Deacons have always been associated with the ministry 
of the bishop, in whose name they serve. In the  
Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus, it is recorded that  
deacons are “not ordained to the priesthood but to the 
service of the bishop …”  
 
Until the 5th century, the diaconate flourished and 
evolved to meet the needs of the Church. While never 
losing the focus on ministry of Charity, diaconal  
responsibilities grew to include ministry of Word and  
ministry of Sacrament. Over the following centuries, the 
role of the deacon became restricted to assisting at  
liturgy and was, typically, exercised only by those in  
formation for the priesthood. However, at the Second  
Vatican Council (1962—1965), the diaconate was  
restored as an equal and distinct order within the Church 
and was opened up to both single and married men,  
as a permanent ministry.   
 
Over the past forty years, the diaconate has been  
introduced in many countries all over the world. The first 
permanent deacons in Canada were ordained in 1973.  
London’s first diaconate class was ordained, by Bishop 
Fabbro, in November, 2005. 

 

Application Process 
 

Further information may be found in the  

companion brochure: 

Permanent Diaconate Formation & Study Program:  

Admissions Process 

or by contacting: 
 

Ms. Catherine Leach 

PERMANENT DIACONATE FORMATION & STUDY PROGRAM 

St. Peter’s Seminary 

1040 Waterloo Street North, London, Ontario N6A 3Y1 

tel: 519-432-1824  ext. 281/ toll free: 1-888-548-9649 ext. 281 

email: cleach4@uwo.ca 

 

The Permanent Deacon: 

Called to Serve 



The Permanent Deacon 
 
 

The permanent deacon experiences a unique calling to 
identify himself with Christ as he washed the feet of the 
disciples. The permanent deacon commits to minister to 
the “poorest of the poor” in today’s society. In doing 
this, he encourages all the baptized to live out their  
personal call to unselfish service to those in need. 
 
Through ordination, the permanent deacon binds  
himself to lifelong service to the diocese. “At the right 
hand of the bishop” he recognizes unaddressed needs 
in the community and in his parish. He ministers  
collaboratively with the bishop, priests, lay ecclesial  
ministers and the baptized faithful to coordinate  
pastoral outreach responses.   
 
While not ordained to the ministerial priesthood, the  
permanent deacon shares in the Sacrament of Orders 
with the bishop and priests.  At ordination, he comes 
into a new relationship with Christ through the Holy 
Spirit. Having received a permanent sacramental  
character, he is publically acknowledged by the Church 
as one called by God to serve the community of  
believers and the evangelizing mission of the Church. 

How the Permanent Deacon Serves  
 

Through the permanent deacon’s ministry of  
Charity, he serves the community and his parish in  
various ways, ministering to those experiencing spiritual, 
social, educational and physical, as well as economic 
poverty. 
 
The permanent deacon exercises his ministry of Word 
through proclamation of the Gospel and preaching at 
Mass and at other liturgical celebrations. He may also 
assist in catechesis and sacramental preparation. 
 
In his ministry of Sacrament, the permanent  
deacon assists the priest at Mass and may preside at 
other liturgies. He may baptize outside Mass,  
witness the vows of marriage outside Mass and  
preside at funeral services. 
 
In whatever he does, the permanent deacon serves as 
not only an ordained minister of the Church, but as a 
unique icon of Christ the Servant.   

 

                        

 

The Formation Process 
 

Formation and Study  

The Permanent Diaconate Formation & Study Program 
involves an Aspirant Year and four Formation Years. It 
offers a balanced program of spiritual, human,  
intellectual and pastoral formation. 
 
During the Aspirant Year, there are three Days of    
Prayer & Discernment held at St Peter’s Seminary in 
London. 
 
During the four Formation Years, the candidates in each 
Formation Year and their wives, if possible,  gather  at 
St. Peter’s Seminary in London, from Friday evening to 
Sunday afternoon, one weekend per month, from Sep-
tember to June, for a Formation & Study Weekend. 
 
Those in each geographic region also gather two  
evenings per month to share a time of prayer, review 
and preparation for the next Formation & Study  
Weekend. 

 

Discernment and Evaluation 

The Aspirant Year constitutes part of the Admissions 
process. Progress in formation is assessed by means of 
a Discernment & Evaluation process in December and 
May of each Formation Year. Acceptance into the  
Permanent Diaconate Formation & Study Program does 
not guarantee progression through the formation  
process nor is it a promise of ordination. 

 
The Permanent Deacon and His Wife and Family 

 

While a small number of permanent deacons are single, most are married with families. The permanent deacon is  
expected to support himself and his family through his secular career or retirement income.  A primary goal of his  
formation and ministry is the healthy integration of his responsibilities to his family, career and ministry. His wife’s  
approval is required before a man can be accepted into the Permanent Diaconate Formation & Study Program and  
before he can be ordained. 
 

Wives of diaconate candidates are strongly encouraged to participate in all aspects of formation. Opportunities may  
become available for a couple to minister together after the husband’s ordination. However, the Program fully  
respects and honours each wife’s personal commitment to her family, career and faith journey.  

 

Visit: http://www.stpetersseminary.ca/Programs/Permanent-Diaconate/24 


